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For 50 editions, the ‘Country focus’ in
the ITEA Magazine has explored how
countries support their (software)
industries and promote innovation.
Through interviews with Public
Authorities, we have learned more
about their priorities and how

ITEA plays a critical role in helping

countries to achieve their goals.

As we publish this celebrative edition
of the ITEA Magazine, it’s

the perfect moment to

look back at some trends

and highlights that were

shared over the years.

Building awareness and connectivity

At the start of the ITEA Magazine, from 2008 to
around 2012, the ‘Country focus’ articles often
highlighted how countries started to embrace the
transformative potential of software innovation. “IT
crops up in virtually every area,” one Public Authority
noted, underscoring the universal impact of software
on diverse industries.

Countries recognised that (international)
collaboration was key, and ITEA emerged as an
important platform for connecting stakeholders
across borders. “Key benefits of participating in ITEA
include increased productivity, competitiveness and
wealth; the ability to participate with large European
companies and involvement in collaborative R&D
with other SMEs, academic institutions and large
organisations — something not normally possible for
a small SME.”

Although ITEA started a decade earlier, awareness
still needed to grow in several countries. “We are on
a mission to make people aware of the potential for
collaborations across Europe — and beyond.” These
early efforts laid the groundwork for countries to
leverage ITEA's network and services.

Expanding horizons

From 2013, the countries’ emphasis shifted

from foundational infrastructure to ambitious
technological advancements. This period marked
a clear shift towards digitalisation and a focus
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